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BUNBURY HOSPITAL — ALLEGED ASSAULT 

5. Hon STEPHEN DAWSON to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to media reports in The West Australian newspaper today alleging that a 15-year-old boy in the care of the 
Department for Child Protection and Family Support’s chief executive officer attacked a newborn baby. 

(1) How long has this boy been in the care of the CEO? 

(2) Was this boy allocated a caseworker? 

(3) How recently has the department had contact with this boy and was this contact face-to-face? 

(4) Was the boy currently accessing any ongoing mental health services or has he done so recently? 

(5) Was the department aware of any reasons why this boy should not be left alone with a newborn baby 
without supervision? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. I think that my comments would be shared by everybody in 
this house. This is an extremely distressing and tragic incident that has led to injuries to a 28-day-old baby boy at 
Bunbury Hospital. The 15-year-old father, who is under the care of the state, has been charged with aggravated 
grievous bodily harm. Investigations into this matter are ongoing and the causes of this injury are still unknown. 
I have asked Terry Murphy, the chief executive of the Department for Child Protection and Family Support, to 
work with the police, the hospital and all relevant government departments to review the circumstances and 
events leading to this incident. The baby has been provisionally taken into the care of the Department for Child 
Protection and Family Support. 

(1) There were two periods of care when the young, 15-year-old father was with the Department for Child 
Protection and Family Support—from July 2004 to December 2006 and from April 2011 to the present. 

(2) Yes. 

(3) There was an allocated caseworker. The department has had regular contact with this boy, the father. 
Since October 2013 a departmental worker has been engaging with him and the baby’s mother to 
provide support in preparation for the birth of the baby. On 28 January 2014 and on 4 February he was 
engaged in face-to-face meetings with family, and I am advised that the department had contact with 
this boy yesterday. 

(4) The member’s question related to whether he was accessing any ongoing mental health services now or 
recently. This young man is a troubled young man and, as such, has been offered a range of appropriate 
social and emotional support services. The member also asked whether the department was aware of 
any reasons why he should not be left alone. 

(5) No. From the time of the baby’s birth, the parents were frequent visitors. They were engaged in feeding 
and caring for the baby, including taking the baby for walks, and midwives had over 30 contacts with 
the baby and raised no clinical concerns. 
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